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What’s the Difference Between...? Sample

Dear English Learners,

Welcome to a sample of the book “What’s the Difference Between...?” My goal with this book is to
help you understand the difference between complicated words in English that students often

” &«

misunderstand and get confused about, such as “either vs. neither”, “in time vs. on time”, and “even
if vs. even though”.

In this sample, you can find the following parts:

o The table of contents pages, which describe the contents of the book
e 2 sample lessons: “Fun vs. Funny” and “So vs. Such”

Each lesson has exercises to test your knowledge of the lessons with answers included, as well as
additional exercises to practice with.

I hope you enjoy the book and feel free to contact me for any questions!

Sincerely,

Blake Howe
Accelerate English

Copyright © 2020 Blake Howe. All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or
otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publisher.
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PART 1: TABLE OF CONTENTS

Nouns and Adjectives Verbs
1. This/That/These/ThoSe......ccccoovvvverieeeirriecnnnnn, 4 25. Speak/Talk/Tell/Say......ccoeeevveeecreeeieeereeenee. 82
2. Both/Either/Neither.....ccoooviivieiiiiieiiiieeeeeeeeenenns 7 26. LiStEN/HEAN w.uvveeeeeiiieeeeeeeee ettt 84
I V.V o VoY 1=V 7 Y| R 10 27. Watch/LoOK/S€e.....cccouveveeeeeiiieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeians 86
4. Every/Any/SOme/NO.....ccocecevieciieeeireeeiieeeieen, 12 28. Notify/Notice/Realize.........cccvevevveecveeerenenee. 88
5. Other/AnOther....ccoooccceiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen, 16 29. Know/Find out/Figure out.........ccccceevveerernnen. 90
6. FUN/FUNNY ..ottt e 18 30. Thought/KNeW........coovreecriiecieeciee e 92
7. Comfortable/Convenient.......ccccccevvvveeveneennnnn. 20 31. HOPe/WIish....cccueieieieieeeeeeceecee e 94
8. Hurt/Sore/Stiff/Injured......c...cccoeevvreecrerennnnnne. 22 32. Care about/Take care of .....cooeeevveveeeeerieeiinnnns 97
9. Famous/Well-Known/Popular/Common......... 25 33. Don’t care/Doesn’t matter........cccevveeeeverennen. 99
10. JOB/WOIK e 28 34, GOJCOME .eveeeeeeeeeeeeeeteee et e 101

Review of Lessons #1 — 10 .......cccccevecvveeercnnnnn. 30 35. TaKe/BriNg ..cceccveereeieeeieecreesee et 103
Prepositions and Conjunctions 36. Rob/Steal/Kidnap ........cccevvveeveeecreeccrerecreeenne 105

37. BOrrow/Lend .......ccoooeveeecereceieeieeeeee e 107

I R =3V U Lo o 1 RO 33 38, IMEL/SEE..eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeee e 109
{2 oY 4 2 Y SRR 35 39. Put on/Take off/Wear/Use/Dress................. 112
13. For/During/While.......cccoovvivveieiiieeree e, 38 | 40. Fire/Lay Off ...ccueevveeeeeeeecee e 115
14. Even/Even though/Even if .......cccceevevveveeuennne. 41 | 41. Stopto do/Stop doing.......ccceeeeeurieiereiiiinnes 117
15. Despite/Although/Though/Even though......... 44 | 42. Try doing/Try t0 do....cccviviiiiiiiiiiiiiicis 119
16. How can I/How | can/HOW tO........cceeveuenennene. 47 Review of Lessons #25 —42......cccovvvnnnnn. 121
17. WRHAt/HOW ..eeeeeveeeeeeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e e 50 Adverbs
18. It/Wh|ch/That .................................................. 54 43. Specifically/ESpPecially.......mo 125
19. WRICh/WHET® w.ovsvesvvesvvs oo 27 | 44, Most/MOStly/AIMOSt croeeerrrereeerseseeersssen 127
20. Wh:':\t/That ........................................................ 60 R 130

Review of Lessons #11 =20 ..o.occessvvssivssses 63 | 46. In tIME/ON tIMErrvvrrrreeeeeseseeeeeeeeee e 132
Modals A7, SO/SUCN.cuvieiieiiee e 134
21. Have to/Must/Should .....cccovvveveeiiiiieiieeeeeenn, 66 48. TOO/VEIY/SO coccveieeieeeeeeeeee e eeee e 136
22. Mustn’t/Can’t/Don’t have to.......c.ccovvcicnennes 68 | 49. Very/Really/Pretty.....ccorrereniurerereneerenne 139
23, Will/Would......coovieireieecieceeceee e 70 | 50. TOO/Either/NEither......cocoeeveveeerereeeeeerereran 141
24. Would/Could/Can ......coovveeeeeeeeeeiieieeeeeeeeeenn, 74 Review of Lessons #43 =50 144

Review of Lessons #21 — 24 ........ccccccevvveeenneenn. 80
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PART 2: TABLE OF CONTENTS
Adverbs and Adjectives Verbs and Modals
51. Kindly/Kind/Friendly/Close.........cccceeervrennnee. 147 | 81. Remember/Memorize/Remind..........ccuu.... 230
52. Hard/Hardly and Late/Lately .......ccccccvveeunnnnee. 149 | 82. Remember to do/Remember doing............ 232
53. First/Firstly/At First/The First Time ................. 151 | 83. Make/Help/Let/Get (t0) dO......cccvvreurerennnen. 234
54, Me/Myself/By Myself ........c.cccoovveeiveecreeecneenne, 153 | 84. Believe/Believe in/Trust......cccovevveeeevrireeinnns 237
55, INO/NOT ettt serarreee e 155 | 85. LooK fOr/Find ....ooeeeuveveeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeee s 239
56. -ing Adjectives/-ed Adjectives .........ccueenennee. 157 | 86. Go to/Go on/Go for/Go +ing.........ccueeueue... 241
57. Ashamed/Embarrassed/Shy/Awkward............ 159 | 87. Be going to do/Be supposed to do.............. 244
58, FEWEI/LESS ccoceiiiieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeeeneeee e 162 | 88. Be doing/Be done........cccccvvveervrecveeecreeeennnn. 246
59. Few/A few and Little/A little.......cocveeevevennenee. 164 | 89. DO/GO ..ueeieteeeeeeeeeee et 249
60. A/SOME ...ttt 167 | 90. Remain/Stay/Maintain/Keep .........ccouveuu.... 251
Review of Lessons #51 — 60 .........ccceeeeeeennnnene. 169 | 91. Looks/LoOKS liKe ..ccveveevveeereiecriieereeciieeeeeen 254
92. Take/Last/Pass/Spend.........ccccccevvvreervrernnn.. 256
61. Usually do/Used to do/Be used to doing......... 172 | 93. Search/Research........oucveereereereeneeneeneenens 260
62. Finally/Eventually/In the end/At the end........ 175 | 94. AVOI/PreVent ......ocoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerereeeeserenenes 262
63. Always/All the time/Every time.......cccocou...... 178 95. Should have/Could have/Must have........... 265
64. Already/Still/Yet/Anymore .........ccocveeevveeennnnnee. 180 Review of Lessons #81 =95 ...meeweeeeeeeeenn, 268
65. Tomorrow/The Next Day & Yesterday/
The Day Before .....coccvveeeeciieiicciiee e, 183 | Conjunctions
66. Ago/In, Earlier/Later and Before/After............ 185 96. Because/Because Of ........coceeevvevveeenreeennnenn. 271
67. Hopefully/Thankfully w...cc..ccsvcsvocscsscs e 188 | 07 SO/TREN coeeeeeeeese e 273
68. OUL/OULSIE ..ottt eeeereeee e 190 N L 276
69. Herg/ln [ [=1 =S RPRRR 192 99. AlthoUEh/HOWEVET oo 278
Review of Lessons #61 =69 .....ccccuveerssssssneen 134 100. So/So that/In orderto .....ccccceveeeevvevereeererenne 280
. Review of Lessons #96 — 100...................... 283
Nouns and Prepositions
70. That’s why/That’s because..........ccccceevveeuneenee. 197 | Other
71, That/ADBOUL......coveeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeee e eeeeeveeee e 200 Additional Practice QUESEIONS ... 284
22 1 1 T=1 0 4§ 203
ANSWETS. ..o ceeeetieecte et esee e et e e saeess e e sreeeraesaee s 328
73. In/ON/INEO/ONTO evvvveeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 205
74. Between/From/SinCe/FOr...ccovuveeeeviveeeiereeeennn. 208
75. By/With/From/Through......c..ccccevevveniennennen. 211
76. AS/LIKE....vveieeeeeeeteecee e 216
77. BetWeen/AmMONg......cccceveeeeeveecreereesreenreennnens 219
78. Without/EXcept for......covuvvvieireevreenieenieeeveenne. 221
79. Meeting/Appointment/Plans/Schedule .......... 223
80. Neighbour/Neighbourhood...........ccccccvennnnee. 225
Review of Lessons #70 — 80........ccccccvveeeecnnnennn. 227
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Fun/Funny

Common Mistake

e “That party last night was so fuapy-fun.”
e “That looks like a fuany-fun event.”

Funny

Something is “funny” only if it makes you laugh. You can say a person is funny if that person often makes you
laugh. You can also say that a movie is funny or a story is funny because the movie or story makes you laugh.
Things that involve humour are usually described as “funny”:

e That guy we met last night was really funny. | laughed a lot when he told his stories.
e | feel like watching a funny movie tonight.
e Watching her try to skate for the first time was so funny. | couldn’t stop laughing.

A common mistake is when students use “funny” as an adjective for things that don’t directly involve humour or
don’t cause you to laugh. For example, “funny” is not a suitable adjective for a ride at an amusement park. It
might cause a lot of emotions like excitement and fear and cause people to smile, but we don’t expect rides to
make us laugh, and it doesn’t involve humour directly.

Common Use: telling someone about something that makes you laugh: “tell everyone your story about the time
when you tried to use chopsticks for the first time. That story is really funny.”

It’s important to note that the word “funny” has more than one meaning. It can also mean that something is
strange or unusual. For example, if you are thinking about something and then someone else mentions what you
are thinking about, you can say: “that’s funny, | was thinking about that, too”. In this case, it doesn’t mean that
you are laughing; it means you find this situation unusual because it’s like the person can read your mind.

e Don’t you think it’s funny that Mia didn’t talk to anybody at the office today. - this is strange behaviour for her

e The door is locked. It’s always unlocked. That’s funny. — it means this is strange, not humorous

e |thought it was funny that all of my students came to class when there was a huge snowstorm but the
next day only half of them came. —this is unusual because you expect less student during a snowstorm than a regular day

Fun

Something is “fun” when it gives you enjoyment. The focus of “fun” is not about laughing; it’s about enjoying
something and having a good time. When you say that an event is fun, it means that you enjoyed it. If you
describe a person as “fun”, it means they create a positive and happy environment for everyone.

For example, a “fun person” could be someone who comes to a party with a positive attitude and encourages
everyone to dance or organizes a game for everyone to play at the party. This person isn’t making you laugh, but
she is creating enjoyment, so you can say she is “fun”.

Remember that someone or something is only “funny” if you laugh. If you smile and feel happy but don’t laugh,
that person or thing is “fun”:

e That was a really fun trip. We should do it again. - a trip doesn’t make you laugh
e My new art class is fun. We learn how to do many interesting styles. —you enjoy it, but it doesn’t cause laughter
e | went to the party, but | left early because it wasn’t fun. — it wasn’t enjoyable

Common Use: describing an event that you enjoyed: “thanks for organizing our camping trip. It was really fun.”
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Key Points

» Use “funny” to describe something that makes you laugh
» Use “funny” to describe situations that are strange or unusual
» Use “fun” to describe something that you enjoy

Circle the Correct Answer

| love being a tour guide. It’s (fun/funny) because | can meet a lot of new people and show them my city.
Your new boyfriend is really (fun/funny). You must laugh all the time.

I'll go with you to the club, but if it isn’t (fun/funny), I’'m going to leave.

She has a lot of (fun/funny) stories. She could be a comedian!

People always like to attend your events. How do you make them so (fun/funny)?

| watched my husband try to skate for the first time. We couldn’t stop laughing. It was so (fun/funny).
They ate all the food except nobody touched the cheese. That’s (fun/funny).

Noukrwne

What'’s the Difference?

a) We played a really funny card game.
b) We played a really fun card game.

Answers

Choose the Correct Word

Fun

Funny

Fun

Funny

Fun

Funny

Funny (it means “strange/unusual” in this case)

NoupkwnNpR

What's the Difference?
a) The game caused us to laugh. The game involved humour
b) Everyone enjoyed the card game, but we didn’t laugh a lot. It wasn’t involving humour

Additional Practice

1. Do you know any fun games or activities that you enjoy playing?
ex. “Poker is a fun game (that | enjoy playing).”

2.  What are funniest movies that you’ve ever seen?

3. Arethere any funny celebrities that you like?

4. Use “fun” or “funny” to describe the following words:

e Actor: ex. “He’s a very funny actor.”

e Atrip

e Astory

e Ajoke

o Aparty
e A movie
e Ajob

e Aconcert
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So/Such

Common Mistake

e  “Yesterday was ese such a cold day.”
So
We use “so” to connect with two types of words:
Adjectives

You can use “so” to make an adjective stronger. The adjective used with “so” can describe the subject of the
clause: “she is so smart”. However, “so” is not used with an adjective to describe other nouns in a clause, so you
cannot say: “she is a so smart girl.” In the first example, “so” is possible to describe the subject “she” but in the
second example, “so” cannot be used to describe “girl”.

As another example, if you want to use “so” with the adjective “expensive” to describe a restaurant, then you can
only put “restaurant” in the subject position: “that restaurant is so expensive”. On the other hand, it’s incorrect to

”n, u;

use “so expensive” before the word “restaurant”: “it’s a so expensive restaurant.”
The examples below are correct because the word “so” is used with an adjective to describe the subject:

e | tried Korean food for the first time yesterday. It was so spicy that | couldn’t eat it!
e He was so tired that he couldn’t keep his eyes open.
e The test was so difficult that most students failed it.

Quantifiers

”ou

These are words that tells us the amount of something, such as “many”, “much”, “few”, and “little”. The word
“s0” can be combined with these quantifiers before a noun to make the quantifier stronger: “/ ate so much food

17

With countable nouns, use “many” for a high quantity and “few” for a low quantity. With uncountable nouns, use
“much” for a high quantity and “little” for a low quantity:

e | was surprised that so many people came. - “people” is a countable noun, so use “many”
e These days | have so little free time that | never see my friends. — “time” is uncountable, so use “much”
e |ttook 8 hours from Toronto to Montreal because there was so much traffic. - “traffic” is uncountable

Common Use: giving introducing an adjective or quantity that causes a result (the result clause starts with “that”):
“I was so hungry that I ate four hamburgers.”

Such

As you learned in the previous lesson, you cannot use “so” with an adjective before a noun, but you can use “such”
with an adjective before a noun. It is incorrect to say: “it is a so expensive restaurant”, but it is correct to say: “it is
such an expensive restaurant.”

“n

It's also important to remember that when you use “such” with an adjective and a noun, the article “a” or “an” is
before the adjective. For example, if you want to say: “a good song”, these words should stay together and add
“such” at the beginning: “such a good song.” (Remember that it’s incorrect to say: “a so good song”).

e |t was such a beautiful day last Sunday that | spent the whole day outside.
e | had fun, but it was such an expensive trip. | definitely went over my budget.
e Jenny is such a beautiful woman. She should be a model!

We can also use “such” with only a noun if the noun already has a strong positive or negative meaning. For
example, the noun “disaster” is a negative word that means “a terrible failure”. If you want to emphasize that
your job interview was a disaster, you can just say: “such a disaster” without any adjective: “My job interview was
such a disaster!”.
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In the examples below, the word “such” is connected with a noun to make the noun stronger:

e He’s such a jerk. —a “jerk” is a bad person, so “such a jerk” makes it even stronger
(] This room is such a mess. —the noun “mess” already has a negative meaning
e The car accident was terrible, but nobody was hurt. It was such a miracle. — “miracle” is a positive noun

Common Use: emphasizing an adjective and noun together: “you have such nice parents. It was really kind of
them to drive us to the airport.”

To learn more about different types of intensifiers like “so” and “such” and how to use them correctly, read
Lesson #39 in “Grammar Essentials”

Key Points

» Use “so” with an adjective to describe the subject of the clause

» Use “so” with quantifiers (many, much, few, little) to emphasize the quantity of a noun
» Use “such” before an adjective + noun combination

» Use “such” with nouns alone when the noun has a strong positive or negative meaning

Choose the Correct Answer:

There were (so/such) many people there that we couldn’t move.

He’s (so/such) a good friend — he always gives me good advice when | need it.

Last Friday’s meeting was (such a/a such/a so) waste of time. We didn’t talk about anything important.
It was (so/such) cold that our car wouldn’t start because it was frozen.

| loved that movie. It was (so/such) an interesting story!

He’s an amazing writer, but (so/such) few people know about him.

My house is (so/such) far from the school. It takes me one hour to get there on the bus.

How did he finish the test so fast? He is (so/such) a genius.

NN kA WNE

What'’s the Difference?

a) He was such a good friend.
b) He has so many friends.
c) Heisso friendly.

Answers

Choose the Correct Word
So

Such

Such a

So

Such

So

So

Such

N WNRE

What's the Difference?

a) He helps his friends a lot

b) Heis very popular and knows many people
c) Heisvery kind to other people
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Additional Practice

Sample

Use “so” or “such” with the following words:

A hot day: ex. “It was such a hot day.

Hot

A sad song

Sad
Independent
An independent child
Funny

Funny story

A convenience
Convenient
Disappointment
Disappointing

”
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